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Paiute, Prospectors, and Pioneers
Legend of the Hot Springs
Have you ever wondered why the hot springs are found in some places and not in others? Scientists explain that these bubbling geothermal ponds are caused when water seeps into the earth’s super-heated interior. But Dorothy Stewart, an elder from the Big Pine tribe , remembers learning the Paiute legend of the origin of the hot springs.

… the story was that there was a snake and he stole the water from the springs, he held the water in his mouth and he wouldn’t give it back. But he had a girlfriend that tickled him on his belly and made him want to laugh and he spit the water out and the water landed in these different places along the foothills and that’s where the springs developed.

The favorite of many tribes was the Coso Hot Springs and tribal families from near and far often stayed at there for months at a time. Big Pine Paiute elder, Charlotte Bacoch describes the abiding love the Paiute had for all hot springs:

those places are like our sacred places; we go there for prayer, we go there for healing and we go there also for cleansing. 

The recollections of many local families include descriptions of families traveling by buckboard to the Coso springs where medicine was gathered and ceremonies took place. 

Before the coming of the settlers and prospectors, the Paiute also harvested minerals, becoming in essence the first miners in a land known for its mineral wealth. As you will soon find out, these were some of the most important commodities for trading with neighboring tribes.

