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The Amazing Painted lady Butterflies
The Painted Lady Butterfly, with its highly identifiable orange and black wings tipped with white spots, is probably the most wide-ranging butterfly in the world.  Renowned for its travels, the Painted Lady originates in Mexico and Southern Arizona in the late winter or early spring and can head as far north as Alaska.  On its journey, the Painted lady consumes more than 100 different plants, with a particular fondness for thistles.
Did you know that many butterflies taste with their feet? This helps them to find out if the leaf they’re sitting on is one the soon-to-be hatched caterpillars can eat as they grow.  Depending on temperatures and food sources, the eggs can go from caterpillar to butterfly in two to three weeks. 

Derham Giuliani, resident Owens Valley biologist, has made a life-long study of these small, beautiful creatures. He notes that it takes several generations of butterflies to complete a migration due to their short lifespan. 

Derham Giuliani Track 

“The adult butterflies don’t live all that long. There may be a small migration every year, but the really big ones, uh, they... you can’t avoid seeing them.  I mean there’s just millions upon millions.  They all fly in a straight line and... they’ll fly right over any building or mountain.  Right over the top of 14,000 foot peaks.  And they just keep going, even against gale winds.” 

Considering how much energy it takes to make a trip like that, many Painted Lady migrations often fly parallel to the Sierra Nevada range – a route that follows Highway 395.  If you’re traveling the Eastern Sierra in the spring, you may get a chance to see this amazing phenomenon.  Just make sure to take care as you drive. A healthy population of butterflies can form such a large migration that they have been known to cover windshields and clog the radiators of cars!  And as you’ll discover next, butterflies aren’t the only migrating creatures that automobile drivers need to keep an eye out for along Highway 395.

